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1 Introduction

An entity is some object in the world -- for instance, a place or a person. A
named entity is a phrase that uniquely refers to that object by its proper
name, acronym, nickname or abbreviation. Some examples of named
entities follow:

gevoiemnerv G&MLM &LOGILI6oT
MG GCaHMUM6L

ST LDQMITEL

6UMSH60ILD GISHMLAIEL & T6BIEV
GLoMentm &meLUHE) 16w
261 &60TL_IT

Qg eo16m601 ,&HLAILAMHT(H

L3 L06m6V

2 Entity Types
We will identify four types of named entities:

PERSON (PER): Person entities are limited to humans identified by name,
nickname or alias.

TITLE/ROLE (TTL): Named personal titles or roles. These are restricted
to titles that occur directly before or after the person name they describe.

ORGANIZATION (ORG): Organization entities are limited to corporations,
institutions, government agencies and other groups of people defined by
an established organizational structure.

LOCATION (LOC): Location entities include names of politically or
geographically defined places (cities, provinces, countries, international
regions, bodies of water, mountains, etc.). Locations also include man-
made structures like airports, highways, streets, factories and monuments.

Other types of named entities like animals, inanimate objects and monetary
units will not be annotated.

Within this document, named entities are indicated by [square brackets].
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Note that annotations may not overlap or embed in the text. In other
words, every annotation must end before another can begin.

2.1 Person Names 1060l GILILITIS6IT

People may be specified by name, nickname or alias. Family names
should also be tagged as PERSON. Names of deceased people, as well
as fictional human characters appearing in movies, television, books and
so on, should be tagged as PERSON entities. Religious deities should
also be tagged as persons. The name of a family should also be tagged
when referring to the whole family or members of the family.

el  CuUWIMSe GHLou i, pg gy, Qb FL0Ws
QamLmumest QuUUIM&en . Names of Hindu gods ,Kings Dynasty often
appears in Tamil Text to be tagged.

[&MhHules1] & GLouL
PER

L0GI6MI6MLL [LIT600IIQ UIM&ET] STEVLNSTEVLANS 60016311
Per
[LITEBIL6UM S EHGLD], [HeYeunEndGL] Qe CGuw  Gum
Per Per
bLbhd S

2.2 Titles, roles and appositives Gl SmeVLIL) LI L LD, 2 fsnLa.

Titles, roles and honorifics such as "Mr." and "President” are tagged as title
entities and are separated from the individual's name. For instance, in the
following sentence, there are two separate entities marked:

[Bimem REMHLA] [ HBEaanhd] GRE aubs.
TTL PER

For this task we define titles and roles as occurring either directly before or
directly after a person name. Therefore, titles and roles are only tagged
when they occur directly next to the person name they modify. In the
following example, for instance, the phrase "Vice President” is not
considered atitle and is not tagged:

The strongest supporter was the Vice President.

ChOmI HlNEIRETIILIS QMm@ eUHSI.
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If a title contains within it a taggable entity, tag that entity separately. For
instance:

[ sowéGomerv.sll] [SHeneveuli] [Nev GCaHLerv]
ORG TTL PER

Tamil does not use appositives like "Jr.", "Sr.", and "llI" with personal
names. For a foreign monarch such as “Queen Elizabeth 11", the Tamil
expression is literally “second Elizabeth queen” so the number is tagged as
part of the personal name just as in English.

[Queen] [Elizabeth I1] sent a message of greeting.
TTL PER

[ @pewiLmn  ¢edldusd]  [Onewil] eunpdHg Q&idHsen
PER TTL
SlemILiNeormi

(This does not happen in Tamil: Finally, sometimes the name of the person
is split into two pieces by the title. In these cases, we will annotate the two
pieces of the PERSON name as two separate PERSON entities:

[Alfred] [Lord] [Tennyson]

PER TTL PER
In Tamil there is no split in person name with a title.)

Some more examples of names and titles:

[LTBS SMT] [SHlemewn Heneveur] [ CaHmumeL]
ORG TTL PER

[H iieueoain] [Qewenmeni] [CHTLIVH [ E6wI60]
ORG TTL PER

[@hIHwimeNesi] [SlenemennSudl]
LOC TTL

[2-é&hHemIO][ LHSIM]  [SHvvsTy6]
ORG TTL PER

[@bHwn] [sumpmusT] [ brw6]
LoC TTL PER

[aNenCeuadl LwisHen] [ HemeveU] [SiILIGI6T&HEVMAN]
ORG TTL PER
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2.3 Organization Names &Y6mLOLIL], &FIRIBLO.

Tag all proper name mentions of groups with a defined organizational
structure. These include

Businesses

[&MCeumM Lwii &Cue]  @eormuld L hdHS)

[Qhdlies ufled] Ui

[LOLMT] Uk

Stock exchanges

[(oemU LhE &hend] Qetm ek asmn
Multinational organizations

[83. BT d6mL] &6VhHG ClSHTETIL G
Political parties

[Swar ] Qeumml
sports teams

[H60HHDHT &ML LihG lewi]

[LUglemeu el Si6uvi]

Military groups

[NEH&6m6v Led&Hen @iuiseLn]

[260 &S] 6leoienIn Hangeun e

Many other kinds of entities refer to facilities or buildings that are primarily
defined by their established organizational structure, and can do things like
issue statements, make decisions, hire people, raise money and so on,
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should be tagged as an ORGANIZATION when it functions like an ORG in
the document. These include things like:

Religious organizations
[Csen  @bHIT H(hé&emL]

[CWwa SimusSHDT &enu]

Hospitals
[2i78MhI& LO(HSSGIEULN6M6DT]
[SLCUTCeom S erouHEHM]
Hotels
[CamnLlLed SMTQLnammev]
[eom  GLoMigulest]
Museums
[Q&6t16m60T Si(IHMISTL &lLn]
[Q&6s16m681 QNCLMIGSH6N L hIbIT]
Universities
[216TTI6T0IT  LI6LSHEM6VSHLASHLN ]
[ H6TTICTOITLAMEMBED LIEL&SHEMEVSHRSHLD &FlGLoLiyLn]
Government offices

[@prmeQlqnudl LieuedT]

2.3.1 General ORGANIZATION-like non-entities

General entity mentions such as "the police" and "the government,” should
not be tagged, since these are not unique proper name references to
specific entities.
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2.4 Location Names @I_Lo & CIILITSET

Examples of place-related strings that are tagged as LOCATION include
named heavenly bodies, continents, countries, provinces, counties, cities,
regions, districts, towns, villages, neighborhoods, airports, highways, street
names, factories, manufacturing plants, street addresses, oceans, seas,
straits, bays, channels, sounds, rivers, islands, lakes, national parks,
mountains, fictional or mythical locations, and monumental structures, such
as the Eiffel Tower and Washington Monument. For instance:
2a.LAMGULL LD , QTGS O, HL 6V, H6 , en6w01, elLomet HlemevuLn,

SHMY LNQMITEV.

[CLL G Siemeuoiuiled] Hevoteusitl HIFLOLNLISG)
LOC

[Letviemig UL (B QHTGSHUN6L] L 6166016581 6H6m&HUTN60
Loc

GleLiLn.
[(m&sTGULsnL mmiumeoln] Fremioli Geuemev bLSHAMG
LoC

Kb ML MG [ 29 IgLoemeoUmend] el Ll (b
LOC

QLA

[2015,3MThi&MN] $&HHTeNUNSHMHGSQUWIT GCLT6w g)
Loc

2.4.1 Extent of Location Names

There are several issues surrounding the expression of location names
and which parts of a string to tag.

2.4.1.1 Compound expressions

Compound expressions in which place names are separated by a comma
should be tagged as separate instances of LOCATION.

[USIQL6Le0] ,[ QbS]

[Wevoiounéain], [ Qg eotement ]
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2.4.1.2 Designators

When a "designator" is customarily used as a regular part of a place name,
that word should also be included in the extent of the LOCATION entity.
For example, include in the tagged string the word "River" in the name of a
river, "Mountain" in the name of a mountain, "City" in the name of a city,
etc., if such words are contained in the string.

[6miens mi]
[aneolAl Lnemev] LGS

2.4.1.3 Location modifiers and "semi-official" place names

Often times place names are modified by words like "Southern”, "lower",
"West", "the former" and so on.

When these modifiers are part of a location's official name they should be
tagged as part of the LOCATION name. For instance:

[LSSI (nLdenL]
[UL&®G GIL6Le]

Even if the place name does not have "official" status but has an agreed-
upon definition and is in very frequent use, the string should be tagged as a
LOCATION, as in:

[LSHIHI H&HE bHT(HSH6NT] 4 601.
[CLOM @& UMISTeNL]
[Heé@ SCrmuw)

When these modifiers are not the official name of a place, or when the
definition of the place might vary from person to person, do not tag the
modifier as part of the LOCATION entity name.

[Cangmeu mi | CL&H&mest NenL_GLT
(Levteotmen [ Gamaid b
[QuoL_pmerv] , @uCUNG) [ C1&6atement ]
(B H®UUS

&pd@ [Cl&6o160I601]

These place names can sometimes be tricky. If you are not sure whether a

modifier is part of an official name, you should include the modifier as part
of the place name.
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2.5 Deciding among entity types

There are some situations where deciding what entity type to assign can
be somewhat tricky.

2.5.1 ORG referring to LOC, LOC referring to ORG

Many organizations have not only an organizational structure, but a
physical location. For instance, museums are primarily organizations but
are also housed in a specific building or facility. So while we normally tag
museums as ORG entities, there are cases when a particular example
might function more like a LOCATION. In cases like this, annotators
should tag the named entity based on the way it functions in the sentence.
For instance:

[6T10 3l Qi UemHLUL LD Bh&HL] @L LD nmm - AMeNdHSlenendg).
ORG

[61L0 &3 ST IO SLIL LD hHJSHMS] [B@hTHS] HDbeI MeUSSTIT.
LOC PER

[CammLL 6L HMQ] (A6t QL HSH6L G6wi(h GleumigLiL|
Loc

[CammL_L 6L &MY] o MenLowimen Qend SHewuilq.H)l 2 6N
ORG

Similarly, city, country and other place names are frequently used to refer
to organizations located in those places rather than the geographical
places themselves. For instance:

[UgI QL6060 USH e Lomest 6l elevd@ SiMeNdgienens)
ORG

In this case, the name Lig] QL6bedl is the name of New Delhi, the capital of
India, used to refer to the Indian Government. Because L|g| QL6060 is

referring to an organization entity in this example, it should be tagged as
ORG.

Also, when the name of a unique structure or building (normally a location)
is used to refer to the government or other organization housed in that
facility, the name should be tagged as an ORG:

LOM6uoTeU &1 L& & 69601, [ TTBLIEUEST] 1S G| M6USHGLD
ORG
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(For place names referring to sports teams: In Tamil the name of the team
is always used, so constructions like this do not occur.)

[Boston] beat [New York] last night in extra Innings.
ORG ORG

In summary, for any cases where a place name is used to refer to an
organization, you should tag the name based on function in the sentence:

ORG: used when the example primarily refers to the organizational
structure, and is acting like an agent (issuing a statement, making a
decision, hiring people, raising money, etc.)

LOC: used when the example primarily refers to the physical structure,
rather than the people/groups who run it.

3 Difficult Cases

3.1 Expressions that refer to multiple entities

When a phrase refers to multiple named entities, mark each entity
separately.

For instance, this sentence contains two entities:

[@hHnaln] [UTdHevsTain] QITanial eLLbSLO
Qe msen

Similarly,
[LeTGLaM&6t1] Laemenial [Heoum Smi]
[CLDG&] [HwsE Qhlimean]

But be careful not to split apart proper names that contain a conjunction.
For instance,

[6L60 LoMmLD Gend Lsiglemm]  ("'Sea and Lake Department')

is the name of one organization and should be tagged as a single named
entity: it's not
&sL6v LeIgIemm  (“'Sea Department')
and
G@enn Lesiglemm  (“"Lake Department')
as separate names.
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3.2 Nested Expressions

No nested expressions will be marked. When the name of one entity
contains within it another entity name, do not pull out the name of the other
entity and mark it separately. Only tag the larger entity. For instance

[T &bHSILD  enLeTeerv] no markup for &M &bhSJLD
alone

[a@&6tn1  G&MLPILIGTII 616001 ] no markup for &@é6wl alone

3.3 Entities as modifiers

If an entity name modifies another word (even if that word is not a taggable
entity type), you should still tag the entity name.

[umCu  emLulm] @eonusyLONG 2 6eng)
[&meTHSHUN6TT] [ TMRISHLO

[LHIHWI HTEMRISHLA] (LNSHHED] SHTesen
[@bHLT] gHpInd  Qeidmg)

[LTLT] &Mi&en

[SIHSHLOMET] &HEET 616501696001

[Q&stTement] YsmSHLL LD el

Similarly, if the entity name occurs in the form of an adjective you should
also tag it:

[BhHwneNed] QaMACLETEEVSHE
[QHAW] GlgLose6dt
[@hAHme6sT] 2 6u016)

3.4 Possessives

When you encounter a possessive construction, tag the two parts
individually as two separate names. For instance:

[3006 Sj&et] [Hevall Glemm]
[@hHwimeNesr] [LUTTeNAL6TL ]

3.5 Other types of names

Aliases, acronyms, nicknames and abbreviations for proper names should
be tagged as a name:
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61607 . 6160 . § abbreviation for QpUIGeUEO
S16316VLAIGTT  HTITLIN Q6T

QpUIGeUeDl &iJhi&LD nickname for GQBHLUIGEUED
S163T6VLAIGTT SHTITLIN Q6T

(LoLDemW LoMIQSL nickname for (LOLDEMUI LIMI@G
8Hend

& 6OoIL_1&6N nickname for SllqQL &6
LeOMI&&H6L &L nickname for [TEErVGHTEN6TI
GMSGLD

Gamen Gu&MeoT nickname for QIRIBTET &ML Lbd)
36w

bev&iferv nickname for Heo&HMerv GuMw

SIMIGMG ML GMI&HELD

4 What NOT to tag

4.1 Events

Do not tag event names, even if they refer to events that occur on a regular
basis and are associated with institutional structures. However, the
institutional structures themselves - steering committees, etc. - should be
tagged.

sl HIR JiENHEG [no
markup]
[@hAHIT STELLHG SlemLOLiL]

[Organi
zation]

4.2 Artifacts and products

Miscellaneous types of proper names that are not to be tagged as named
entities include artifacts, other products, and plural names that do not
identify a single, unique entity. For instance,

Qg &M 61601LG HMHS ST LOML6V [no
markup]
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4.3 Generics

Also, generic names that do not refer to a specific entity should not be
tagged. (This is not common in Tamil.)

2_6u&l6L CLwT QumM CLad gmerv [no
markup]

5 Annotation Uncertainty
In some cases, you may encounter examples that you don't know how to
handle. If so, you should proceed as follows:

e Ifit's an example not covered in the guidelines, note it in your copy of
the guidelines and let your supervisor know about it.

e Ifit's an example where your language differs from the rules as written
for English, note it in your copy of the guidelines and let your supervisor
know about it.

e Ifit's a case where there's something wrong with the file you're working
on, stop working on that file and let your supervisor know.

Your supervisor might not be available at the moment you have a question
or issue, so it's important for you to write down the problem so it can be
resolved later.

So that you can keep working even after you have a question about a
particular example, we've created one more tag in the annotation tool:
"No_Annotation”. When you encounter a problem or have a question
about a particular word or phrase and you can't get an immediate answer,
label the item "No_Annotation”. That will let us easily find it later when we
try to resolve the problem.

You should also use the "No_Annotation” label in cases where there's
some kind of problem with a single word or handful of words in the file —
e.g., they're badly translated or the font isn't displaying properly.

If the whole file is problematic (i.e., poor translation, corrupted, font

problems), stop working on it and let your supervisor know. If you are using
AWS to receive file assignments, you may simply mark the file as “Broken”
in the file-assignment interface. If you use this approach, please be sure to
include a descriptive comment when AWS asks what is wrong with the file.
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