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1 Introduction 
An entity is some object in the world -- for instance, a place or a person.  A 
named entity is a phrase that uniquely refers to that object by its proper 
name, acronym, nickname or abbreviation.  Some examples of named 
entities follow: 
 
 

சzைர� ேசாடா க�ெபன�    
சuக�  ேகாபா�          
தாw மஹா�       
வாகன� ெதாழி�சாைல          
ேம¾னா கா�ப|¢ அண�            
ஊக}டா 

ெச}ைன ,தமி�நா�  
©ஜி மைல 

 
            
 

 
2 Entity Types 
We will identify four types of named entities: 
 
PERSON (PER): Person entities are limited to humans identified by name, 
nickname or alias. 
 
TITLE/ROLE (TTL): Named personal titles or roles.  These are restricted 
to titles that occur directly before or after the person name they describe. 
 
ORGANIZATION (ORG): Organization entities are limited to corporations, 
institutions, government agencies and other groups of people defined by 
an established organizational structure. 
 
LOCATION (LOC): Location entities include names of politically or 
geographically defined places (cities, provinces, countries, international 
regions, bodies of water, mountains, etc.).  Locations also include man-
made structures like airports, highways, streets, factories and monuments. 
 
Other types of named entities like animals, inanimate objects and monetary 
units will not be annotated. 
 
Within this document, named entities are indicated by [square brackets].  

Simple NE Guidelines V6.4 – Tamil (3/29/2006)                                                                                                   2 



 
Note that annotations may not overlap or embed in the text.  In other 
words, every annotation must end before another can begin. 
 

2.1 Person Names   மன�த ெபய�க� 
People may be specified by name, nickname or alias.  Family names 
should also be tagged as PERSON.  Names of deceased people, as well 
as fictional human characters appearing in movies, television, books and 
so on, should be tagged as PERSON entities.  Religious deities should 
also be tagged as persons. The name of a family should also be tagged 
when referring to the whole family or members of the family.  
மன�த  ெபய�க� ���ப ெபய�,  அரச மர©,  இ|¢ சமய{ 
ெதாட�பான ெபய�க� . Names of Hindu gods ,Kings Dynasty often 
appears in Tamil Text to be tagged. 

 

[கா|திய�}] ���ப� 
     PER 

 
              ம¢ைரைய [பாz�ய�க�] கால�காலமாக ஆzடன� 

                                Per 
           [பாzடவ�க¶t��], [கºரவ�க¶t��]   இைடேய  ேபா�  

               Per                                     Per 
நட|த¢ 

2.2 Titles, roles and appositives ெபய� தைல~© ,பyட�, உ¾ைம. 
Titles, roles and honorifics such as "Mr." and "President" are tagged as title 
entities and are separated from the individual's name.  For instance, in the 
following sentence, there are two separate entities marked: 
 

 [¢ைண ஜனாதிபதி] [ கி¯�ணகா|{] இu� வ|தா�. 
           TTL               PER 

 
 
For this task we define titles and roles as occurring either directly before or 
directly after a person name. Therefore, titles and roles are only tagged 
when they occur directly next to the person name they modify.  In the 
following example, for instance, the phrase "Vice President" is not 
considered a title and is not tagged: 

 
      The strongest supporter was the Vice President. 
              
               ேந�² ¢ைணஜனாதிபதி இu� வ|தா�. 
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If a title contains within it a taggable entity, tag that entity separately.  For 
instance: 
 

[ ைமtேராஸஃ~y] [தைலவ�] [ப�� ேகy�] 
       ORG            TTL         PER  

 
Tamil does not use appositives like "Jr.", "Sr.", and "III" with personal 
names. For a foreign monarch such as “Queen Elizabeth II”, the Tamil 
expression is literally “second Elizabeth queen” so the number is tagged as 
part of the personal name just as in English.  

 
[Queen] [Elizabeth II] sent a message of greeting. 
 TTL         PER 

 
[ இரzடா�  ஏலிசப{]   [ராண�] வா�{¢ ெச�திக�  
          PER              TTL        

அ§~ப�னா�  
 
 
(This does not happen in Tamil: Finally, sometimes the name of the person 
is split into two pieces by the title.  In these cases, we will annotate the two 
pieces of the PERSON name as two separate PERSON entities: 
 

[Alfred] [Lord] [Tennyson] 
  PER      TTL     PER 

            In Tamil there is no split in person name with a title.) 
 
Some more examples of names and titles: 
 

 
[மா¯தி கா�] [¢ைண தைலவ�] [ ேகாபா�] 
      ORG         TTL             PER 
 
 

[நிதி அ´வலக�] [ெசயளாள�]  [ேகாபலகி¯�ண}] 
        ORG           TTL             PER 
 

[இ|தியாவ�}] [¢ைணஜனாதிபதி] 
      LOC              TTL 
 

[உvசந�திம}ற�][ ம|தி¾]  [க¯ணகார}] 
     ORG           TTL          PER     
 

[இ|தியா] [சபாநாயக�] [ நா­�] 
 LOC           TTL           PER 
 

[வ�zெவள� மய{தி}] [ தைலவ�] [அ~¢�கலா�] 
          ORG              TTL         PER 
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2.3 Organization Names  அைம~©, சuக�. 
Tag all proper name mentions of groups with a defined organizational 
structure.  These include 
 
 

Businesses    
 
 [காேவா¾ டய� க�ெபன�]   இலாப� அைட|த¢                                
 

 [இ|திய} ஆய��] பuகி 
 
 [டாடா] பu� 

                                      
Stock exchanges    
 

 [«�ைப பu� ச|ைத] இ}² வ��«ைற 
           
         Multinational organizations 

 
 [ஐ. நா சைப] கல|¢ ெகாzட¢ 
 

         Political parties 
 
 [தி«கா ] ெவ�றி 
 

        sports teams      
 
 [க�க{தா கா� ப|¢ அண�] 
 

 [©¢ைவ மகள��  அண�] 
 
                                                                                                                                                        
Military groups 

 
[வ��தைல ©லிக� இயtக�] 
 
[ஆ� ம�{]  எ}§� திவ�ரவாதிக� 
 
 
 

Many other kinds of entities refer to facilities or buildings that are primarily 
defined by their established organizational structure, and can do things like 
issue statements, make decisions, hire people, raise money and so on, 
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should be tagged as an ORGANIZATION when it functions like an ORG in 
the document.  These include things like: 
 
        Religious organizations     

 
 [ெத}  இ|தியா தி¯vசைப] 
  

 [இேய� அைழtகிற� சைப] 
 
 

        Hospitals     
 
[அரசாuக ம¯{¢வமைன] 
 

[ஆ~ேபாேலா ஆ�ப{தி¾] 
 

       Hotels  
 
[ேஹாyட� தாwமஹா�] 
 

[லா  ேம¾�ய}] 
 

       Museums     
 

[ெச}ைன அ¯uகாyசிய�]  
 

[ெச}ைன வ�லu�க� ªuகா] 
 

      Universities     
 
[அzணா ப�கைலகழக�] 
 

[அzணாமாைல ப�கைலகழக� சித�பர�] 
 

     Government  offices 
  

[இரா��ரபதி பவ}] 
 
 

2.3.1 General ORGANIZATION-like non-entities 
General entity mentions such as "the police" and "the government," should 
not be tagged, since these are not unique proper name references to 
specific entities. 
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2.4 Location Names  இட� �றி ெபய�க� 
Examples of place-related strings that are tagged as LOCATION include 
named heavenly bodies, continents, countries, provinces, counties, cities, 
regions, districts, towns, villages, neighborhoods, airports, highways, street 
names, factories, manufacturing plants, street addresses, oceans, seas, 
straits, bays, channels, sounds, rivers, islands, lakes, national parks, 
mountains, fictional or mythical locations, and monumental structures, such 
as the Eiffel Tower and Washington Monument.  For instance: 
ஊ�.மாவyட� , ெதா�தி, ெத¯, கட�, த�º , அைண, வ�மான நிைலய�, 
தாw மஹா�. 

 
 
[ேமy�� அைணய��] தzண�� நிர�ப�ய¢ 
        LOC           

 
[மzண�பy� ெதா�திய��] ஒy� எzண�tைகய��  
             LOC 

�ழ~ப�. 
 
 
[ைசதாேபyைட ஆ�²பால�] சீரைம~©  ேவைல நடtகிற¢     
 
              LOC 
 
 
ஐ|¢ ைம� ப�ற� [ ஊy�மைலபாைத] ¬ட~பy�  
                           LOC 

இ¯tகிற¢                  
 
 
[ஊ{தாuகைர] தtகாள�பழ{தி��ெபய� ேபான¢ 
      LOC 
 
 

2.4.1 Extent of Location Names 
There are several issues surrounding the expression of location names 
and which parts of a string to tag. 

2.4.1.1 Compound expressions 
Compound expressions in which place names are separated by a comma 
should be tagged as separate instances of LOCATION. 
 

 [©¢ெட�லி] ,[ இ|தியா]   
 

 [ம�ண�பாtக�],[ ெச}ைன] 
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2.4.1.2 Designators 
When a "designator" is customarily used as a regular part of a place name, 
that word should also be included in the extent of the LOCATION entity. 
For example, include in the tagged string the word "River" in the name of a 
river, "Mountain" in the name of a mountain, "City" in the name of a city, 
etc., if such words are contained in the string. 

 
 [கஙைக ஆ²] 

 [கா�மி� மைல] ப�தி 
     

2.4.1.3 Location modifiers and "semi-official" place names 
Often times place names are modified by words like "Southern", "lower", 
"West", "the former" and so on. 
 
When these modifiers are part of a location's official name they should be 
tagged as part of the LOCATION name.  For instance: 
 

 [ம{திய «�ைப] 

 [வடt� ெட�லி] 
            
 
Even if the place name does not have "official" status but has an agreed-
upon definition and is in very frequent use, the string should be tagged as a 
LOCATION, as in: 
 

[ம{திய கிழt� நா�க�] ஆன. 
[ேம�� வuகாள�] 
[கிழt� ஐேரா~ப�ய] 

 
 
When these modifiers are not the official name of a place, or when the 
definition of the place might vary from person to person, do not tag the 
modifier as part of the LOCATION entity name.   
 

[ேகாதாவ¾ ஆ² ] ேடtகா} ப�ளyேடா 

«}னா� [ ேசாவ�ய{ நா�] 

[ெமyரா�] , இபேபா¢  [ ெச}ைன  ]   
[கீ�  தி¯~பதி]  
கிழt�  [ெச}ைன] 

 
These place names can sometimes be tricky.  If you are not sure whether a 
modifier is part of an official name, you should include the modifier as part 
of the place name. 

Simple NE Guidelines V6.4 – Tamil (3/29/2006)                                                                                                   8 



2.5 Deciding among entity types 
There are some situations where deciding what entity type to assign can 
be somewhat tricky. 

2.5.1 ORG referring to LOC, LOC referring to ORG  
Many organizations have not only an organizational structure, but a 
physical location.  For instance, museums are primarily organizations but 
are also housed in a specific building or facility.  So while we normally tag 
museums as ORG entities, there are cases when a particular example 
might function more like a LOCATION.  In cases like this, annotators 
should tag the named entity based on the way it functions in the sentence.  
For instance: 
 

 
[எ� ஜி ஆ� ©ைகபட� நகர�]  இட� மா�ற�    அறிவ�{¢�ள¢. 
         ORG 
            

[எ� ஜி ஆ� ©ைகபட� நகர{ைத] [க¯ணாநிதி] திற|¢  ைவ{தா�. 
          LOC                         PER 
 
 
 
[ேஹாyட�  தாw] «} இட{தி� �z�  ெவா�~© 
        LOC  

[ேஹாyட� தாw] உ¾ைமயாள� இைத கz�{¢ உ�ளா� 
         ORG 
 

Similarly, city, country and other place names are frequently used to refer 
to organizations located in those places rather than the geographical 
places themselves.  For instance: 

 
 [©¢ ெட�லி] ©திய வ¯மான வ¾ வ�லt�  அறிவ�{¢�ள¢ 
          ORG 
      

In this case, the name ©¢ ெட�லி  is the name of New Delhi, the capital of 
India, used to refer to the Indian Government.  Because ©¢ ெட�லி  is 
referring to an organization entity in this example, it should be tagged as 
ORG. 
 
Also, when the name of a unique structure or building (normally a location) 
is used to refer to the government or other organization housed in that 
facility, the name should be tagged as an ORG: 
 

மாணவ�க� ப�ரvசைன,[ ராwபவ}] த��{¢ ைவt��                                                  
                      ORG 
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(For place names referring to sports teams: In Tamil the name of the team 
is always used, so constructions like this do not occur.) 
 

[Boston] beat [New York] last night in extra innings. 
  ORG           ORG 

 
 
In summary, for any cases where a place name is used to refer to an 
organization, you should tag the name based on function in the sentence: 
 
ORG: used when the example primarily refers to the organizational 
structure, and is acting like an agent (issuing a statement, making a 
decision, hiring people, raising money, etc.) 
 
LOC: used when the example primarily refers to the physical structure, 
rather than the people/groups who run it. 
 
3 Difficult Cases 

3.1 Expressions that refer to multiple entities 
 
When a phrase refers to multiple named entities, mark each entity 
separately. 
 
For instance, this sentence contains two entities: 
 

[இ|தியாº�] [பாகி�தா§�]  இரா வ ஒ~ப|த�  

ெச�தா�க� 
 
Similarly,  
 

[ம}ேமாக}] மைனவ� [சி�பா சிu] 
 

[ேம��] [கிழt� இ|தியாº�] 
 
But be careful not to split apart proper names that contain a conjunction.  
For instance,  
 

[கட� ம�ற� �ள� ம�}¢ைற]   ("Sea and Lake Department") 
 
is the name of one organization and should be tagged as a single named 
entity: it's not  
 கட� ம�}¢ைற   ("Sea Department")  
and  
 �ள� ம�}¢ைற  ("Lake Department")  

as separate names.  
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3.2 Nested Expressions 
No nested expressions will be marked.   When the name of one entity 
contains within it another entity name, do not pull out the name of the other 
entity and mark it separately.  Only tag the larger entity.  For instance 
 

[சuக� �|தர�  ைபனா}�]  no markup for சuக� �|தர� 
alone  
 
[��ண  ேகாழிபzைண]  no markup for ��ண alone  

3.3 Entities as modifiers 
If an entity name modifies another word (even if that word is not a taggable 
entity type), you should still tag the entity name. 
 

 [பா�ேப  ைடய�u] இலாபகரமாக உ�ள¢ 

 [க¯ணாநிதிய�}] அரசாuக� 

 [ம{திய அரசாuக�] «{திைர தா�க� 

 [இ|தியா] ஏ�²மதி  ெச�கிற¢ 

 [டாடா] கா�க� 

 [அ|தமா}] கvசா எzைண 

 [ெச}ைன] ©ைகபட� வ�ழா 
 
Similarly, if the entity name occurs in the form of an adjective you should 
also tag it:   
 

[இ|தியாவ��]  ெதாழி�சாைலக� 

[இ|திய] ��மக} 

[இ|தியாவ�}] உணº 
 

3.4 Possessives 
When you encounter a possessive construction, tag the two parts 
individually as two separate names.  For instance: 

 
[தமிழக அரசி}] [க�வ� ¢ைற] 
 
[இ|தியாவ�}] [பா�லிெம}y] 

3.5 Other types of names 
Aliases, acronyms, nicknames and abbreviations for proper names should 
be tagged as a name: 
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எ}.எ�.சி   abbreviation for ெந�ேவலி 
அன�மி} கா�பரஷ} 

ெந�ேவலி �ரuக�  nickname for ெந�ேவலி 
அன�மி} கா�பரஷ} 
 

«�ைய மா�ெகy   nickname for «�ைய பu� 

ச|ைத 
 
�zட�க�    nickname for அ�ஆyக� 
 
பலிuகிக� நகர�   nickname for ராஜ�தாைன 

�றிt�� 
 
ேமகா} ேபகா}  nickname for வuகாள கா� ப|¢ 

அண� 
 

ந��கி¾�  nickname for ந��கி¾� ெப¾ய 

அuகா�ைய �றிt�� 
 
 
4 What NOT to tag 

4.1 Events 
Do not tag event names, even if they refer to events that occur on a regular 
basis and are associated with institutional structures. However, the 
institutional structures themselves - steering committees, etc. - should be 
tagged. 

 
தமி� நா� அண�t�   [no 
markup] 
[இ|தியா கா�ப|¢ அைம~©]  
 [Organi
zation] 
 

4.2 Artifacts and products 
Miscellaneous types of proper names that are not to be tagged as named 
entities include artifacts, other products, and plural names that do not 
identify a single, unique entity.  For instance, 

 
இz�கா எ}ப¢ சிற|த கா� மாட� [no 
markup]          
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4.3 Generics 
Also, generic names that do not refer to a specific entity should not be 
tagged. (This is not common in Tamil.) 
 

உலகி� ெபய� ெப�ற ேமகி சா� [no 
markup] 
 

5 Annotation Uncertainty 
In some cases, you may encounter examples that you don't know how to 
handle.  If so, you should proceed as follows: 
 
• If it's an example not covered in the guidelines, note it in your copy of 
the guidelines and let your supervisor know about it. 
 
• If it's an example where your language differs from the rules as written 
for English, note it in your copy of the guidelines and let your supervisor 
know about it. 
 
• If it's a case where there's something wrong with the file you're working 
on, stop working on that file and let your supervisor know. 
 
Your supervisor might not be available at the moment you have a question 
or issue, so it's important for you to write down the problem so it can be 
resolved later. 
 
So that you can keep working even after you have a question about a 
particular example, we've created one more tag in the annotation tool: 
"No_Annotation".  When you encounter a problem or have a question 
about a particular word or phrase and you can't get an immediate answer, 
label the item "No_Annotation".  That will let us easily find it later when we 
try to resolve the problem. 
 
You should also use the "No_Annotation" label in cases where there's 
some kind of problem with a single word or handful of words in the file – 
e.g., they're badly translated or the font isn't displaying properly.  
 
If the whole file is problematic (i.e., poor translation, corrupted, font 
problems), stop working on it and let your supervisor know. If you are using 
AWS to receive file assignments, you may simply mark the file as “Broken” 
in the file-assignment interface.  If you use this approach, please be sure to 
include a descriptive comment when AWS asks what is wrong with the file. 
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